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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS 
 

 I was reading an article on the internet 

yesterday in which the author wrote authoritatively 

about the place of Jesus’ birth.  According to him 

the Greek word “kataluma” which Luke uses to 

refer to the “inn” which had no room for Joseph 

and Mary on the night of Jesus’ birth should not be 

translated “inn” but, rather, “guest room.”  He then 

went on to describe why he felt that Joseph and 

Mary had not been unable to find room in an inn 

but rather how they had been refused lodging in the 

homes of their relatives because Joseph and Mary were not married and she was pregnant.  The 

author argues that the place of Jesus birth was not a wooden stable [as almost every home 

manger scene depicts],but rather was most likely an excavated or natural hollow under a house 

in which a family’s animals were housed, a cave of sorts.  He made a rather interesting point 

that the shame attending the birth of Jesus because of Mary’s perceived unwed pregnancy was 

in perfect harmony with the shame which Jesus endured throughout his life as a result of his 

birth status and, later, the people with whom he associated, and, finally, the “shame of the 

cross” about which Scripture speaks. 

 

 It was an interesting article for anyone interested in the arcane details of the Jesus’ 

birth, but, in the final analysis, it doesn’t matter.  It doesn’t matter anymore than the timing of 

Jesus’ birth – was it in December [probably not] or in April [maybe, but not certain] – or the 

number of Wise Men who came to visit – traditionally, three, but it may have been five or 12 – 

matters.  We have grown up with some Christmas traditions that may or may not be true.  The 

manger scene which you display [at least, I hope you display!] at Christmas probably depicts 

the Christ Child in a wooden manger with Mary and Joseph, surrounded by animals in a 

wooden stable or some sort with adoring shepherd on the right and three Wise Men with their 

camels on the left and a single angel, or maybe a star, hovering overhead. 

 

 It may, however, have been that Mary gave birth in a cave, and Jesus was laid in a stone 

feeding trough.  The shepherds and Wise Men almost certainly did not meet at the manger – 

the Wise Men probably came months after the birth – and the angel and the star represent true 

elements of the story, but whether they were hovering over the cave on that night exactly as the 

manger scene shows them, we simply don’t know [the Matthew text says the star stopped over 

the place where the baby was, so maybe, although by the time the Wise Men got there the Holy 

Family was in a house.] 

 

 The point is, it doesn’t matter.  The only things that matter are these: 

 on a Judean night in Bethlehem God came among us in our form.  God entered into the 

form and history of the people He created and grieved over and loves; 
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 everything that the Scripture tells us about that event was in fulfillment of prophecies 

made hundreds of years before, and; 

 God came among us in the person of Jesus to save us from that which we could not 

defeat ourselves. 

 

 Although we make much of Christmas – as we should – the drama would not be 

complete without the events of 33 years later:  Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension. 

It is through this whole complex of events, including the Virgin Birth, that God rescued us 

from sin, death, and Satan. 

 

 So, celebrate the truth of Christmas, revel in the story of an inn without room, a Virgin 

Birth and shepherds and angel choirs and know that it is all a part of the greatest and most 

important story in the history of mankind:  God’s gracious, sacrificial rescue of the people He 

loves from eternal death. 

 

 A blessed Christmas! 

 

Pastor 

 
(22 November 2011) 
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FROM THE ORGAN LOFT 
 

A huge “Thank you!” to all of members 

of the choirs and congregation for the cards, 

prayers, kind words, and donations to The 

Wounded Warriors Project in honor and memory 

of my father who died in November.  Dad was a 

B-17 pilot in WW II.  He was shot down over 

Belgium and spent some time being protected 

and aided by the Belgium Underground.  

Eventually, he was discovered by the German 

Army and went to a Prisoner of War camp for 

about a year and a half.  He was kept in very cold 

surroundings with minimal food and suffered the 

rest of his life from neuropathy in his hands and 

feet.  He was a fighter, however, and made it 

back to the states when the U.S. pilots were liberated at the end of the war.  He was listed 

as an MIA (Missing In Action) during that time, so the family didn't know if he was alive 

or dead.  The military memorial service for him was held on November 19 with an honor 

guard from the Air Force.  It was a very impressive experience and made my family very 

proud and thankful to have had him with us for so long.  Thank you for your concern and 

love to me during the last year as I have had to adjust to the illnesses and deaths of both 

my parents.  You are a special congregation of wonderful Christian friends, and I feel 

very fortunate to serve Our Lord in your midst! 

 

The annual Choir Cantata will be presented on December 11 at both services.  

The Adult Choir, Joyful Noise Handbell Choir, and Happy Clapper Handchime Choir 

will all have a part in the services as well as instrumental and vocal soloists.  We have a 

fine accompanist, Sylvia Wall, to serve on the piano, which will free me up to be a more 

active director with the Adult Choir.  We are hopeful that these services will be a blessing 

to the congregation and will help to tell the story of the coming of the Christ Child in a 

way that will be meaningful to you and set your hearts and minds ready for the arrival of 

the Christmas.  

 

May the peace and joy of the holiday season be yours as we await again the 

celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord! 

 

Blessings to all this Holy Season, 

Sue Gamber 

Director of Music and Organist 

320-1822 

gambersw@aol.com  

 
(20 November 2011) 
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REACHING OUT TO A FRIEND 
 

Have you ever tried to tell a non-believing 

friend why you are a Christian?  Everyone has their 

own personal story to tell as to why they have 

accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  Some 

have reasoned “if Jesus is who he says he is in the 

bible, believing on Him will guaranty me eternal life 

in heaven with God after I die. But if what He says is 

not true, I will have lost nothing.  On the other hand, 

if I don’t believe and what he says is true, I will end up suffering in hell absent from God.  Since 

our lifetime here on earth is measured in years and eternity is forever, I’ll go with believing on 

Jesus.”  That is the analysis many Christians have made.  Others believe because their parents or 

grandparents believed and had them baptized and brought them to church. Some accepted Jesus 

at a crusade or church service. Others have accepted the bible as the inspired word of God and 

take its’ message seriously.  They accept the bible’s proclaimed truths and make an intelligent 

commitment to Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit works in numerous ways. 

 

Trying to understand and explain everything in the bible to someone is impossible.  Trying to 

explain in layman terms concepts like predestination and the trinity is almost impossible for 

many of us.  We must accept them on blind faith.  Since the bible says, “faith is the substance of 

things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen,” we can never really prove with human 

logic these difficult concepts.  I think if we stick to the basics in our witnessing, we cannot go 

wrong.  Here are some suggestions to consider when sharing our faith with others: 

 

1. We are all sinners and stand under the judgment of God.  Romans 3:23  says “ For all 

have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 

2. God loves us and Christ came to make forgiveness and salvation possible.  He died on the 

cross as a complete sacrifice for our sins.  He took upon Himself the judgment that we 

deserve.  John 3:16 says it all. 

3. God in His grace offers us the gift of eternal life.  But in order to receive this gift, we 

must repent of our sins and accept Him as our Lord and Savior.  Ephesians 2:8-9 says, 

“For by grace you are saved through faith and not of yourselves; it is the gift of God not 

of works lest any man should boast.” 

4. There is a cost to our repentance.  We must turn from our sins.  We must renounce self.  

Luke 9:23 says, “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross daily and follow me.”  It costs to follow Christ---but it also costs not to follow 

Christ. 

5. The apostle Paul explains our salvation very clearly in Romans 6:23, “God has given us 

salvation through His son. We receive it by grace unmerited and undeserved. 

6. We know that even Satin believes in God.  I Timothy 2:4 tells us that God wants all men 

to be saved and come into the knowledge of the truth.  But He also gave us free will.  A 

spiritual warfare can exist in our life between the Holy Spirit and Satin.  Adam and Eve 

made their decision, what is yours? 
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7. Finally, we must accept the historical and theological truths given to us in God’s word.  

As John 5:24 says, “It is faith in the promises of God as the believers only hope for 

eternal life.” 

 

This is the good news that we as Christians believe and are commanded to share with our 

non-believing friends and families.  So as you witness and share your faith with others, 

remember to pray for them and ask the Holy Spirit to come into their lives. Hopefully, they 

will make a decision for Christ. Think about it! 

 
Bill King 

Outreach                                 
 

(12 November 2011) 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dick Reese 
 
(20 November  2011) 

  

 
Grace Lutheran Church 

General Fund Financial Status 

November 20, 2011 

 

General Fund Total Giving            $ 362,792 

General Fund Total Spending            $ 344,942 

Surplus     $ 17,850 

 

Missionary Support                      $ 3,390 

Seminary Support                      $ 5,094 

(Missionary Support and Seminary Support represents 

funds remaining after all current payment have been made) 



 Page 6 The Grace Vine 

 

Good News of a Great Joy 

 

“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 

that all the world should be enrolled.  And while they [Mary & 

Joseph] were there, the time came for her to be delivered.”  Luke 

2:1,6 

 

God came, right in the middle of all of the issues in the 

days of Caesar Augustus when Quirinius was governor, and God 

comes right here and right now-right into the midst of all of the 

issues that envelop our world today. 

 

And God comes to us, to regular people with normal lives and common problems-just 

like in Luke’s account where God comes into the lives of a yet-to-be-married couple and a group 

of shepherds hard at work, going about their business, trying to keep body and soul together. 

God enters the world, not in some erudite theological formulation, but in the flesh and blood of a 

child.  God enters our lives, not in spite of all life’s issues, but right into the very midst of them.   

God does not claim a room in the fine palaces or the five-star hotel, but takes up residence in the 

cattle shed where shepherds, and wise men, cows, and camels and children of all ages come and 

gaze with wonder at what God is up to.  And for all of them there is “good news of a great joy” 

and that good news is that God is making a way for peace.  And that peace will bring great joy to 

human hearts. 

 

I bet your life and your world have their share of problems and issues and challenges.  I 

pray that you will find God coming into that world, right here, right now, today, tomorrow, or in 

the new year.  Look and listen for God in the midst of the noisiness, and busyness and the 

messiness of your world.  Listen for God in the quiet whispers, as well as the glorious songs. 

From a stable in Bethlehem, God has spread good news of great joy to every corner of the earth.  

From a quiet corner of your life, God can fill your world with joy and peace.  This is the great 

good news of Christmas.  [Excerpts from an article by Rev. Gary Scheidt] 

 

Pat LaLonde 

Family Life 
 

(14 November 2011) 
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The Greatest Gift 
  

Over 2,000 years ago the world received the greatest 

gift that has ever been given.  The angel announced this gift to 

shepherds who were watching their flocks at night.  The 

message of God’s angel explained what a truly remarkable 

event this was.  The angel said:  “Do not be afraid.  I bring 

you good news of great joy that will be for all people.  Today 

in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is 

Christ the Lord.”  Suddenly a great company of heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 

God and saying:  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His favor 

rests.”  (Luke 2:10-12; 14 NIV) 
 

Those shepherds were never the same again.  They went to Bethlehem to see for 

themselves this great happening.  After seeing the Christ child with their own eyes they left in 

great joy and shared this good news with everyone they met. 
 

On that first Christmas God fulfilled His promise to send a Savior who would rescue His 

people from their sins.  What a blessing for the lowly shepherds to be the first people besides 

Mary and Joseph to hear about and see this great happening! 
 

Years later the Apostle John by inspiration of the Holy Spirit acknowledged this 

miraculous gift with one of the most memorable verses in the Bible:  “God so loved the world 

that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but shall 

have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NIV)  This single verse expresses two things that God delights in 

doing and those two things are loving and giving. 
 

Children are richly blessed when they have good and godly parents who bring them up in 

the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  Children are also blessed when they imitate the positive 

qualities of their Christian parents.   
 

St. John in the third chapter of his first letter stated:   “How great is the love the Father 

has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  And that is what we are.”  (1 

John 3:1 NIV) 
 

What does this say to us as God’s stewards of all [including time, money, abilities and 

much more] that He entrusts to our management?  It says this:  If we are to grow as children of 

God we will develop those godly characteristics of our Heavenly Father, namely loving and 

giving. 
 

Christmas is in the very best sense a gift that keeps on giving.  May the Holy Spirit help 

us to receive this great gift with joy and thanksgiving and respond with growth in loving and 

giving as God’s children!  This desire could become an important part of our New Year’s 

resolutions!  Wouldn’t that make our part of the world so much better? 

 

Have a blessed Christmas and a joy-filled New Year! 

 

Tom Lucas 
 
(14 November 2011) 
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Youth Group Meetings 
 

I will meet with the High School Youth on 

December 4th at 9:30 in the Youth Room and with 

the Middle School Youth at the same time on 

December 11th.  At these meetings we will share a 

devotion and then plan and discuss upcoming youth 

events.  As always, we’ll have breakfast snacks.  I 

am looking for YOUR input, so be sure to come and 

offer up ideas for the upcoming year.   

 

Please note:  High School Happening and Middle 

School Madness are suspended during Advent so 

that everyone participates in the Wednesday night 

Advent services.  We will, however, have the youth 

Christmas parties. 

 

Ski Retreat 2012 
Those of you who have signed up for Ski Retreat 2012, please be sure to check your packets to 

be sure you have all of your money and forms in on time please! The deadline for the final 

payment and all completed forms is at noon on Sunday, December 4
th

.    Make checks payable to 

“Grace HSYG” and give to me or put in my church mailbox.  I am not responsible for checks left 

on my desk!   

 

E-mail Reminder 
If you are new to Grace Lutheran and  would like to be on my youth email list, please send me an 

email saying so to Graceyouthrock07@aol.com  I’ll add you to my email reminder list and keep 

you posted with everything that’s going on with Grace Youth.  Also, if your email address 

changes throughout the year, please let me know by sending me a quick email. 

 

High School Youth Christmas Party on December 4th 

 
Who’s invited: 9-12

th
 grade youth, college kids, adult drivers 

 

Here’s the scoop: 

 
Meet in the church parking lot at an afternoon time TBA.  We will go to see “The Muppet 

Movie”.  We will then go to Pietro’s Restaurant and eat pizza.  Finally, we’ll head to Lisa’s 

house at 11510 Malibu St., Chester (which is right behind TD) for dessert and our thieves’ gift 

exchange.  Friends are welcome as long as we have enough drivers and we ALWAYS need 

drivers! (Friends and drivers please follow the directions below as well.) 

 

  

mailto:Graceyouthrock07@aol.com
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Here’s what you need to bring/do: 

 
1)  Sign up on the form on the youth bulletin board if you intend to come.  Please 

sign up for ALL friends and adults who are coming.  (We need to have enough drivers!!) 

 

2)  Be at church by the designated time (TBD when movie is released). 

 

     3)  Bring money for the movie. 

 

     4)  You do not need money for pizza.  I will use money from the youth account for 

that (as long as you sign up on time)!  

 

     5)  Bring a wrapped gift worth $10 that is unisex (ex: gift card, candy, DVD) for the 

gift exchange. 

 

 6)  Please bring a dessert to share! 

 
There is no scheduled end time for the party because we don’t know how long we’ll be at the 

movies or the restaurant.  Rides will be called and will need to pick up their youth at Lisa’s 

house.  Directions will be sent out via email.  Hope you can come!!   

 

Middle School Youth Group Party 
 
The Middle School party was still in the planning stages when this article was due for the 

newsletter.  Stay tuned to email, the bulletin, and the youth bulletin board for details… 

 

 
Lisa Neal 

Middle School & High School Youth Coordinator 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Chester, VA 

 
(20 November 2011) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Sunday 

December 18, 2011 
6:30 pm 

 

We will be having our annual Christmas party in the Fellowship Hall here at Grace this year. We 

hope that you will feel welcomed and join us for some Carols, Spirits, & plain old fashion 

Fellowship.  

 

We ask that you bring an appetizer or dessert to share. Drinks will be provided. This is an adult 

party, so children are not allowed.  

 

We will also be encouraging a free will donation to GEM (Grace Emergency Meds). This is a great 

time to get in the true spirit!!! 

 

Hope to see you there! 

 

Any questions – contact Jeanett Gattis 

jlaugattis@gmail.com 
(16 November 2011) 

Thank You For Your Prayers 
 
I would like to thank the members of Grace for your prayers for my family in Thailand.   The flood 

waters are finally receding after nearly a month of daily announcements of losses in additional areas 

of the country.   My family is now safe from physical harm and major property damage.  I thank you 

for your kindness, giving, and caring when my family and I needed it.  

 

May God bless you and your family. 

 

Anudee Schoultis and Family 
(20 November 2011) 

Gulf Coast Mission Trip 2012 
Workers are needed to assist in tornado disaster relief.  Our next mission will be 19-25 February in 

Pratt City, Alabama, a suburb of Birmingham.  Mark your calendars now! Details to follow!! 

 

Point of contact is Pete Adler, adlerpj@comcast.net or 283-3830. 
(20 November 2011) 

 

mailto:jlaugattis@gmail.com
mailto:adlerpj@comcast.net
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Christmas Show 
 

The Virginians Barbershop Chorus proudly presents “Santa’s Workshop” on Saturday 

December 3 at 7:30 PM and Sunday December 4 at 2:30 PM at Collegiate School, Oates 

Auditorium, 103 North Mooreland Road, Richmond, VA.  Tickets are available at 

www.virginians.org, or by calling 1-866-827-4647 or Bill King at 751-0013.   

 

Start the Christmas Season off by attending this fun filled musical event. 

 

Bill King 
(14 October 2011) 

 

 

Dinner for Eight – Spring 2012 
 

It’s time to begin thinking about joining the Spring 2012 Dinner for Eight session.  Dinner 

for Eight is a small group ministry comprised of four adult couples (or singles) assigned together 

for a four month period.  Once a month, they meet for a meal (dinner, lunch, brunch or other 

activity) and fellowship.  It’s a lot of fun and a great way to get to know other members of Grace 

and enjoy good food and fellowship.  Singles are welcome – we’ll find a partner for you! If you’d 

like to join, contact Peggy Gordon at 748-4801 or email: pkkgordon@gmail.com by December 

31, 2011.  Current participants will automatically be included in the Spring session unless I am 

informed otherwise. 

 

Thank you. 

Peggy Gordon 
(20 November 2011) 

Babysitting Day 
 

For families with small children, please mark your calendars.  Cris Fischer will have some 

babysitters on hand at church on 11 December for some fun activities and pizza dinner…so that 

parents may do some Christmas shopping.  More information on times and activities to come. 

 

Extracted from Service Bulletin 

By Peter Schoultis 
(20 November 2011) 

http://www.virginians.org/
mailto:pkkgordon@gmail.com
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GENERAL INTEREST ARTICLES 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of GLC in partnership with ProjectHomes constructed a wheelchair ramp in 

Hopewell for 5 year old Jalen Goldborough.  The crew also cleaned the yard of debris from 

hurricane Irene, and mowed the lawn. 

 

Submitted by Pete Adler 
(20 November 2011) 

GLC Completes Ramp! 
 

Open Letter to the Congregation 
 

The letter on the following two pages was sent by Vicar Pahl to the Congregation of Grace Lutheran 

Church.  The original letter may be viewed in the Grace Lutheran Church Office during normal 

business hours. 

 

Submitted by Pastor Finck 
(20 November 2011) 
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Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Information Broadside, 25697B, undated. 

 
Submitted by Pastor Finck. 
(22 November 2011) 
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Uganda Update 
Open Letter to the Congregation From Katie Beals 

 

Hello Grace Family! During the summer I told you guys about my trip to Uganda that is coming 

up in December (WHICH IS THIS MONTH! CRAZY!!), and I thought it was about time I 

update you all on what is going on.  Before I do that, though, I would like to thank you so much 

for all the support you have given me so far, both prayerfully and financially.  I truly appreciate 

it, and I know that my Grace Family is always behind me.  God blessed me with you wonderful 

people, and I thank Him all the time for that. 

 

Our Trip. We will be leaving for Kampala, Uganda on December 28
th

,
 
2011 and will be returning 

on January 14
th

, 2012.  During our time there, we will be focusing on two ministries that the 

organization we are going with, Abaana, is sponsoring.  The first ministry is called Street Reach, 

and with that program, we will be working with the 200 or so boys that live and sleep on the 

streets of Kampala.  We will hang out with the boys and play games like football, capture the 

flag, or whatever we want to do with them. Then we will present a lesson to them about Jesus, 

including a skit or something, and finally we will pass out food, soap, tooth paste, toothbrushes, 

and other things.  The Street Reach program will fill up our mornings, and in the afternoons, we 

will be traveling to the New Life Homes, which are located just outside of Kampala.  These are 

homes that house around 50 boys, ranging in ages from 8 or 9 to 18 or 19.  They used to live on 

the streets, but Abaana gave them this home and send them to school.  These boys have 

responsibilities and are stronger in their relationship and faith in God.  With them, we will be 

conducting more in-depth Bible studies and hanging out with them.  

 

Our Team.  We have a team that consists of 15 people.  There are 10 people from Longwood 

University, 3 from Virginia Tech, 1 from Georgia, and 1 from Tennessee.  We met a few 

weekends ago to plan and pray for our trip, and the chemistry there was crazy awesome! God’s 

working so hard to make our team run like a well-oiled machine while helping us to be iron 

sharpening iron for each other.  God just was a master at putting personalities on the team that 

will work so well together and support each other and balance each other out.  We prayerfully 

decided to focus our time there on Matthew 5-7, which means that our lessons to both the boys in 

the New Life Homes and on the streets will be centered around Jesus’ teaching in these chapters.  

God just put this part of the Bible on each member of our team’s hearts in a different way, and I 

am so excited to see how these lessons play out on our trip.  The following are the names of the 

team members for you to pray over: 

  

1. Katie Beals (that’s me!) 

2. Amanda Krzywicki 

3. Shannon Rosedale 

4. Emberli McGann 

5. Erica Hazelwood 

6. Kate E Locke 

7. Angela M Jackson 

8. Jonathan Skelton 

9. Anna Grieb 

10. Holly Smith 

11. David Palmer 

12. Michelle Fischer 

13. Jansen Whitlock 

14. Melanie Raines 

15. Amber Whittaker 

 

There are also 4 people who are living there for 6 months that our group has connections to.  One 

of them is a nurse, and she is providing medical care for the boys, and the other three are just 

loving on the street boys and the boys in the New Life Homes.  You can be covering them in 

prayer as well:  

1. Mallory Short         2.  Katie Cartright         3.  Andrew Kirk         4.  Ryan Painter 
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What we still need.  Our team is collecting things to take with us to Uganda to pass out 

to the boys.  These will be little takeaways for our lessons.  If you would like to help out in 

our collection, I would definitely appreciate it!  I will need these things by December 26
th

, as 

I am leaving on December 27
th

 to join my team in final preparations.  Here is the list of 

things we need: 

1. Bars of Soap 

2. Travel Size toothpaste 

3. Toothbrushes 

4. CLIF bars 

5. Drawstring backpacks (no zippers please) 

6. Silly Bandz 

7. Bibles (preferably the small Bibles like the Gideon ones, but any type are acceptable!) 

8. books for kids - hand me downs of course, anything from Christian books to Harry Potter to 

Nancy Drew to Boxcar Children 

9. Nicer clothes for boys around age 13 

10. Mosquito Nets (we only need 8 of them) 

 

We are also still accepting donations for our trip! If you would like to donate money, there are 

two ways you can do so.  The old fashion way: a check.  You can make it out to me, Katie Beals, 

and mail it to me at 3637 Mineola Dr. Chester, VA 23831, or give it to me at church on Sundays 

in December.  Second way: online.  Our team has a Paypal account, and you can access it by 

going to www.katondamulungi.blogspot.com. There is a “Donate” button on the left side of the 

page that will take you to the Paypal site. 

 

Again, I want to thank you so much for supporting me in this endeavor, whether that be by 

prayer or monetarily.  I would not be doing what I’m doing if it weren’t for my church family’s 

support as I have grown up.  I hope I am making you guys proud.  Thank you again for all of 

your support and prayers! I love you guys! 

 

Letter to the Congregation from Katie Beals 

Provided by Pastor Finck 
(22 November 2011) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About the Grace Vine 
Two quick points about the Grace Vine: 
 

First:  Format -  The world changes, sometimes at an alarming rate.  Below each article, in small 

font, we are entering a date reflecting the date each article was current.  The intent of the date is to 

provide everyone a common information point.  If you receive an e-mail or hear any contradictory 

information, first check the dates of the information to eliminate confusion. 
 

Second:  Grace Vine On-Line -  If you are holding a paper copy of the Grace Vine, you very 

probably received it via the US Mail.  The US Mail is an old and noble institution, however, it can 

be slow.  If you have a home computer with an internet connection, you may receive the Grace 

Vine directly to your inbox.  To be added to the electronic mail, just drop a quick note to 

Anudee333@yahoo.com or PeterSchoultis@comcast.net.  You will be added to the electronic 

distribution and dropped from the hardcopy distribution. 

 

Peter Schoultis 
(20 November 2011) 

https://pod51000.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=nVBSFyR4rkubmaew1hfuk5GZUdo0fM4IXJAklfUPSiAe2Quna8ATr_q5TnR08jk5vB0pM5p1Jv8.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.katondamulungi.blogspot.com%2f
mailto:Anudee333@yahoo.com
mailto:PeterSchoultis@comcast.net


 

December 2011 Schedule of Servers 
December 4, 2011   December 11, 2011  December 18, 2011  December 25, 2011 

 

Deacon  Deacon  Deacon  Deacon 
Steve Neal   Steve Neal   Steve Neal   Steve Neal  
Chris Gattis   Chris Gattis   Chris Gattis   Chris Gattis  

 

Assisting Minister  Assisting Minister  Assisting Minister  Assisting Minister 
John Philipkosky 0815  Pete Adler 0815  Jake Jacobs 0815  Greg Hite 1100 
Kevin Buchter 1045  Don Smith 1045  Ron Fischer 1045    

 

Toller  Toller  Toller  Toller 
Richard Engel 0815  Josh Nowland 0815  Lisa Nowland 0815  Abigail Phillips 1100 
Reese Manning 1045  Sandra Marr 1045  Marge McCallister 1045    

 

Server  Server  Server  Server 
Joy Phillips 0815  Jennifer Wayne 1045  Jeanett Gattis 0815  Greg Gross 1100 
         

 

 
 

Cantor  Cantor  Cantor  Cantor 
Pete Adler 1045  Rachel Wilson   Tom Lucas 1045  Pastor Finck 1100 

 

Acolyte/Crucifer  Acolyte/Crucifer  Acolyte/Crucifer  Acolyte/Crucifer 
Heath Gross 0815  Delaney Thornton 0815  Lindsay Nowland 0815  Kelsey Dowling 1100 
Kevin Quigley   Macauley Thornton   Josh Nowland   Colin Neal  
Reese Maning 1045  Cori Fischer 1045  Kelly Richards 1045    
Ben Rogers   Meghan Schinzer   Nancy Sloan     
 

Lectors  Lectors  Lectors  Lectors 
Sue Gamber 0815  Ruth Bowling 0815  Bill King 0815  Maggie Smith 1100 
Janet Arnold   Christina Dhir   Larry Grimes   Don Smith  
Kevin Buchter 1045  Lisa Neal 1045  Dick Reese 1045    
Peggy Gordon   Stephen Neal   Marti Dorn     

 

Ushers  Ushers  Ushers  Ushers 
Fred Townsend 0815  Ruth Bowling 0815  Robin Nasi 0815  Kevin Buchter 1100 
Ed Ward   Peggy Gordon   Gaylord Thompson   Sarah Buchter  
Pete Burke   Peter Schoultis   Joe Mannetta   Forest Sloan  
Dave Long   Russ Zimmerman   Larry Grimes   Jennifer Wayne  
Bob phelps 1045  Rick Baker 1045  John Petik 1045    
Brad McMinn   Robert Beck   Conny Erbes     
Helen Bellflower   Scott Osmundson   Stephen Neal     
Barry Richards   Ron Mabry   Corey Neal     

 

Nursery  Nursery  Nursery  Nursery 
Kelly Heidorn 0815  Kelly Heidorn 0815  Lisa Scott 0815  Teri Conlee 1100 
Kelly Heidorn 1045  Kelly Heidorn 1045  Crystal Giangregario 1045    

 

Hosts  Hosts  Hosts  Hosts 
Bill & Evelyn Collie 0815  Christina Dhir & 0815  Chris & Jeanett Gattis 0815  Jake & Debbie Jacobs 1100 
       Bonnie Finck          Heidi Gross  
Barb Pohlig & 1045  Forest Sloan & 1045  Maggie Smith & 1045    
    Laurie Schinzer       Jennifer Wayne       Vivian Spage     

 

Counters  Counters  Counters  Counters 
Bob Dunn  Felia Ayala  Heidi Gross  Millye Wooldridge 
Conny Erbes  Forest Sloan  Barry Richards  Fred Weber 
 

 
23 November 2011 

  



 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

   `1 

10:00a Tai Chi 
6:00p Joyful Noise 
7:00p Adult Choir 
7:00p Confirmation 

 

2 
7:00a  Men’s Breakfast 
Bible Class 

 

3 
 
 

4 
8:15a Worship *   
9:30a HSYG 
10:45a Worship  
12:00p Hanging of 
Greens 
HSYG Christmas Party 

5 
9:30a Chester Village 
Women (FH) 
11:00a Happy Clappers 
6:30-8:30p Tai Chi (FH) 

6 
11:30a-3:00p Bridge 
Club 
7:00p Deacon Meeting 
 

7 
10:00a Bible Class 
11:00a Happy Clappers 
6:15p Soup Supper 
7:00p Advent Service 

8 
10:00a Tai Chi 
6:00p Joyful Noise 
7:00p Adult Choir 
7:00p Confirmation 

 

9 
Set up for Banquet in 
Fellowship Hall Football 
Banquet (Sharon 
Quigley) 

10 
 

11 
8:15a Worship    
and Christmas Cantata 
9:30a MSYG 
10:45a Worship + 
and Christmas Cantata 

12 
11:00a Happy Clappers 
6:30-8:30p Tai Chi (FH) 

13 
11:30a-3:00p Bridge 
Club 
7:00p Council Meeting 
 

14 
10:00a Bible Class 
11:00a Happy Clappers 
6:15p Soup Supper 
7:00p Advent Service 

15 
10:00a Tai Chi 
6:00p Joyful Noise 
7:00p Adult Choir 
7:00p Confirmation 

 

16 
7:00a  Men’s Breakfast 
Bible Class 

 

17 
 

18 
8:15a Worship *    
10:45a Worship  
6:30 Grace Christmas 
Party 

19 
6:30-8:30p Tai Chi (FH) 
 
 
 

20 
10:00a Angle’s Circle 
11:30a-3:00p Bridge 
Club 
7:00p Bad Girls 
 
 
 

21 
 

22 
10:00a Tai Chi 
6:00p Joyful Noise 
7:00p Adult Choir 
7:00p NOConfirmation 
 

23 
 
 

24 
6:30p Christmas Eve 
Service 
11:00p Christmas Eve 
Service 

 
 

25 
11:00a Christmas Day 
Service 

 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
10:00a Bible Class 
11:00a Happy Clappers 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
6:30p New Year’s Eve 
Service 

 

* : Communion First 
Service 
+ : Communion Second 
Service 
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The Grace Vine articles are due to the editor NO LATER than the 20th of each month. Articles written in text, 
MSWord, or MSPublisher can be emailed to glcoffice@verizon.net.  Hard copy should be given to the church 
secretary by the Sunday before the 20th. 

Grace Lutheran Church            Website: www.gracelutheranva.com 
13028 Harrowgate Rd. 
Chester, VA 23831                   Phone: 748-6058 
 
Pastor: Rev. Richard Finck       email: glcoffice@verizon.net 
Secretary: Mette Shultz                           
Music Ministry: Sue Gamber 
Youth Ministry: Lisa Neal 
Worship: Sunday 8:15am and 10:45am 
5th Sunday: One worship at 10AM 
Followed by a potluck 
Sunday School (all ages) 9:30am 
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